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“Catch of the Day” Exhibit at SCHS 

Conservation News 
Fall 2020 

 Check out the “Catch of the Day” 
exhibit now through December 2020 at the 
Stevens County Museum. The exhibit is a 
collaboration between the Stevens SWCD 
and the Stevens County Historical Society. 
The exhibit features a brief history of 
fishing in Stevens County with artifacts like 
hand painted lures, fishing rods and spears. 
The exhibit also looks toward the future 
and issues that can be done to protect and 
preserve the bountiful opportunities for water recreation in the area for years to 
come. It has an education component on how to prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species from one lake to another. Elliot Richards of Cyrus shared his 
fishing stories at the museum in two presentations given on September 24. He 
shared stories of fishing limits in the past and fishing limits current day. He shared 
how the lakes and environment have changed and affected fishing over the years. 

Aquatic Invasive Species — Fall Reminders 

Clean: Remove plants , animals, mud & 
AIS debris 

Drain: Remove the drain plug and drain 
equipment holding water 
including live wells & bilges 

Dispose: Throw unwanted bait in trash, 
not the lake 

Dry: Docks, lifts, and swim rafts must 
dry on land for at least 21 days 
before going to another body of 
water 

 Fall is here! For many 
Minnesotans, that also means 
getting out to our lakes and 
wetlands for another season 
of waterfowl hunting. 
 Whether you are using 
a boat or just our waders to 
get in the water, remember to 
clean your equipment and 
remove plants and mud, as 
well as drain any water and 
remove the boat’s drain plug 
before getting on the road. In 
addition, be sure to dispose of 
all unwanted bait or debris 
into the trash, not the lake. 



Rain Gardens have Benefits for the Environment 

What is a Rain Garden? 
 A rain garden is a garden of native shrubs, perennials, and flowers planted in a small depression which is 
generally formed on a natural slope. It is designed to temporarily hold and let rainwater runoff that flows from roofs, 
driveways, patios, or lawns soak in slowly. Rain gardens are effective at removing up to 90% of nutrients and 
chemicals and up to 80% of sediments from rainwater runoff. Compared to a conventional lawn, rain gardens allow 
30% more water to soak into the ground. 
 A rain garden is not a water garden, pond or wetland. In fact, a rain garden is dry most of the time. It 
typically holds water only during and immediately following a rainfall event. Because rain gardens will drain within 
12-48 hours, they don’t allow breeding of mosquitoes. 
 
Why is Rainwater a Problem & How do Rain Gardens Help? 
 Every time it rains, water runs off impermeable surfaces, such as roofs or driveways, collecting pollutants 
such as particles of dirt, fertilizer, chemicals, oil, garbage, and bacteria along the way. The pollutant-laden water 
enters storm drains untreated and flows directly to nearby streams and ponds. The US EPA estimates that pollutants 
carried by rainwater runoff account for 70% of all water pollution. Rain gardens collect rainwater runoff, allowing the 
water to be filtered by the vegetation and percolate into the soil recharging groundwater aquifers. These processes 
filter out pollutants. 
 
What Benefits do a Rain Garden Provide? 
• Improves water quality by filtering out 

pollutants 
• Aesthetically pleasing 
• Preserves native vegetation 
• Provides localized stormwater and flood 

control 
• Attracts beneficial birds, butterflies and 

insects 
• Easy to maintain after establishment 
 
What Kind of Maintenance does my Rain 
Garden Require? 
• When native plants are used, your rain 

garden will not require pesticides or 
fertilizer. As the rain garden is establishing during the first and second year or during periods of little to no 
rainfall, occasional watering of the plants may be necessary.  

• Weeds will need to be removed and dead plants may need to be replaced. Once the plants have become 
established and grow larger, they will eventually out-compete the weeds. 

• You will have to re-mulch your garden from time to time to keep the aesthetics and weed to a minimal. 
• Cut dead vegetation in the spring or fall of the year. 

Cover Crop cost-share 

 Stevens SWCD has cost-share available for a pilot program 
for producers living in the Bois de Sioux portion of Stevens 
county. We can provide cost-share for up to 50 acres per 
producer at $22/ac  for single species and $26/acre for a multi-
species mix. Contracts will be for 3 years. Land that is already 
enrolled in an incentive program is ineligible to obtain funds under 
this program. 
 To sign up or get more information call Matt at (320) 589-4886 ext. 112.  



When you enroll land in the Walk-In Access (WIA) program 
you are leasing the land to the state of Minnesota for the public 
to hunt.  

Landowners are afforded liability protection through the 
Recreational Use Statutes. So it is not the landowners liability if 
some would get hurt on their property while hunting. 

Hunters who have purchased a WIA validation can access 
the land one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after 
sunset from September 1 to May 31 each year. 

Other uses by the public are prohibited without your 
written permission. You and your minor children can hunt the enrolled property without a WIA validation, but 
everyone else must have the validation in their possession when hunting land enrolled in the program. 

No motorized vehicles are allowed except by the landowner performing normal maintenance or farm 
operations. 

Prior to giving written permission to an individual for an activity other than hunting, please note that in the 
landowner agreement you have agreed that use of the land will not impede public hunting. An example of an activity 
that would be considered an impediment is camping. Trapping is not considered to impede public hunting, but the 
WIA agreement requires that you or anyone you give written permission to trap must adhere to trapping regulations 
that apply to public land. Trapping regulations for public land can be found in the current year Minnesota Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations Handbook. Please be aware that these areas are used most often by bird hunters and their 
dogs, and that trapping regulations for public land are designed to reduce the risk of catching non-target animals. If 
trapping is taking place on these properties it is a good idea to mark the property with a sign that says trapping is in 
progress on this unit of land. 

When you enroll in WIA, you agree to maintain the wildlife habitat that exists on the site and 
may not hay or graze it. If you need to carry out a management activity that may impact the 
quality of the habitat, contact your local SWCD or the DNR’s Walk-In Access Coordinator. 

If you choose to enroll your land you will receive an annual payment 
up to $13 an acre. You will receive your annual payment by June 30. For 
example, if your land is enrolled for 2020-2021, you will receive your 
payment by June 30, 2021. 

The next sign-up will open in early 2021. If you are interested in 
enrolling land into WIA, feel free to contact Stevens SWCD anytime at 
(320) 589-4886 ext. 4. 

Walk in-Access Hunting Program 

Minnesota 
CREP Update 
 There was a little more activity with 
CREP in 2020. We had three new CREP 
easements, one being accepted as a 
CRP re-enrollment and two were new 
offers. We also completed the wetland 
restoration on an easement funded in 
2019. 
 We anticipate a CREP sign-up in 
2021 but it will likely come later in the 
year. If interested, we will put together 
a tentative application, so it is ready 
when the sign-up is open. 
 Winter is the best time for us to 
work on easements so plan 
accordingly. Do not hesitate to ask 
questions as CREP may be an ideal 
opportunity for less productive lands, 
especially with the more recent trends 
in ag markets. 
 Additional CREP information can be 
found at www.bwsr.state.mn.us/crep. 

Site Prep Reminders for Fall 

A few things to consider while making plans for fall harvest and tillage: 
• If the SWCD will be seeding, soybean/small grain stubble is best or 

till the area this fall and have the area rolled prior to planting. 
• On small sites the cornstalks could be baled or raked off the 

seeding area and no tillage would be needed. 
• Seeding usually takes place after November 1 in the fall and 

between May 15 and June 30 in the spring. 
• Flagging: Please contact us now if you plan to have the SWCD flag 

CRP contract boundaries or other conservation practice areas. We 
encourage landowners to till areas with heavy residue (ex. corn 
stalks) and have the site prepped before flagging. If the site will be 
no-tilled, give us a few days notice so we can flag the area before 
tillage. Otherwise try to leave the approximate seeding area with 
a little extra room and we will flag as soon as we can. 



WE ARE WATER Comes to University of MN Morris 

 The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is currently accepting Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) applications for projects being implemented in 2021. EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that 
provides technical assistance and incentive payments to assist crop, livestock, and other agricultural producers with 
environmental, conservation, and energy improvements to their operations.  Common practices in Stevens County 
are cover crops, water and sediment control basins, conservation crop rotation, strip-till, no-till, grassed waterways, 
terraces, nutrient management, pest management, closure of waste impoundments, tree and shrub establishment, 
seasonal high tunnels, drainage water management, pollinator plot seeding, and rotational grazing systems. 
 If you have any questions about EQIP, please contact Melissa McCann or Britta Haseman at the NRCS office in Morris 
at (320) 589-4886 ext. 3.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 We Are Water MN is on display through 
Monday, October 19, in the Morrison Gallery in 
the Humanities Fine Arts building at the UMN 
Morris campus. A traveling interactive exhibit 
supported by the Minnesota Humanities Center 
and partners, We Are Water MN explores the 
connections between the humanities and water. 
The exhibit is an excellent educational 
opportunity for all ages. 

 The exhibit is free and 
open to the public. The Morrison 
Gallery is open Monday-Thursday 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday noon to 4 p.m. If you would like to take a 
larger group through the exhibit, please email good0044@morris.umn.edu to reserve a time. 
 Please check out more of our work by visiting wearewaterwcmn.com, including details on 
the Creative Arts Contest for kids: “A trip down the river through the eyes of a critter.” The contest 
is for 5th to 7th graders and runs through October 31, 2020. Details for contest can be found at the 
We Area Water website above or by contacting Judy at Stevens SWCD. 
 Also installed in the Morrison Gallery is the award-winning Why Treaties Matter exhibit, 
which explores relationships between Dakota and Ojibwe Indian Nations and the U.S. government. 

EQIP Sign up Available 

mailto:good0044@morris.umn.edu
http://wearewaterwcmn.com


Comprehensive Water Management Plan Approved 
Funding for Projects to Follow 
 
 On August 26, 2020, the Pomme de Terre River Association’s Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan 
(CWMP) was approved by the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources. The CWMP is a watershed-wide 
management plan developed by local partners under BWSR’s One Watershed, One Plan program. Representatives 
from each of the six counties in the Pomme de Terre Watershed (Big Stone, Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Stevens, and 
Swift) and from each of the six Soil and Water Conservation Districts have been working with the PDTRA for the past 
four years to write the CWMP, and all involved are happy to have it approved. 
 Water doesn’t follow county boundaries, so why should our water management plans? One Watershed, One 
Plan is a program that encourages working relationships across county boundaries between SWCDs, counties, and 
watershed districts or associations, to establish watershed-wide management plans. Creating a CWMP that prioritizes 
the goals of the whole watershed required some creativity, problem-solving, and compromising. This is especially true 
in a diverse watershed like the Pomme de Terre, which begins in the hardwood forests in southern Otter Tail County 
and runs 105 miles south through prairies and agricultural land, eventually flowing into the Minnesota River near 
Marsh Lake in Swift County. 
 Our CWMP lays out a plan for watershed management over the next ten years. Using local knowledge and 
experience, we narrowed down our priority issues: drinking water protection, groundwater conservation, altered 
hydrology, poor and high quality lakes, protection and restoration of perennial cover and shallow basins, excess 
pollutants, loss of in-stream habitat, aquatic invasive species, watershed outreach, and lakeshore owner education. 
The plan also identifies measurable goals we can reach while addressing each of those priority issues, so we can track 
our progress towards improving conditions in the watershed. 
 Many of our goals can be addressed on a watershed-wide scale, but some of the most pressing water quality 
issues are location-specific, so we have identified five priority areas within the watershed. These five areas include 
the Northern Lakes area (around North and South Turtle Lakes in Otter Tail County), the Christina/Pelican Lakes 
area, the Pomme de Terre River Lakes Chain area, the Pomme de Terre 
River Corridor, and the Drywood Creek area. Some of the high-priority 
issues we want to address in those areas are reductions in pollutants and 
drainage runoff to improve some of the poor quality lakes and maintain 
the high quality lakes, drinking water protection, loss of riparian habitat, 
and ongoing lakeshore stewardship. 
 With the CWMP finally approved, we can move forward with 
adopting the plan locally and then we can implement the activities lined 
out within the plan. The funding we will receive from BWSR to 
implement this plan over the next ten years will improve water quality 
throughout the watershed in many ways. There will be cost share funding 
available for landowners to implement various projects; we will host 
educational events for watershed residents, landowners, and schools; we 
can provide water testing kits to residents; and we will continue outreach 
via meetings and tours. Our organization is very optimistic about the 
water quality improvements we can accomplish with this funding and 
through the cooperation between all the stakeholders. 
 More information about BWSR’s One Watershed, One Plan 
program can be found at http://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-
plan. The Pomme de Terre’s full CWMP can be found at https://
www.pdtriver.org/comprehensive-watershed-management-plan-update-
bwsr-review/. 

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-plan
http://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-plan
https://www.pdtriver.org/comprehensive-watershed-management-plan-update-bwsr-review/
https://www.pdtriver.org/comprehensive-watershed-management-plan-update-bwsr-review/
https://www.pdtriver.org/comprehensive-watershed-management-plan-update-bwsr-review/


FREE Nitrate Testing Clinic at Stevens SWCD 
October 2 & 3, 2020 
 
Friday 1:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to noon 
 
Drop off water samples at the Stevens SWCD shed during these 
times to have your water tested (free of charge) for excess nitrates. 
City or well samples accepted. Please follow COVID safety 
guidelines. 
 
It is important to test your water every 2 to 3 years. 
Questions, call Judy at (320) 589-4886 ext. 4. 

New at NRCS Morris — Resource Conservationist Mel (Melissa) McCann 

 Hi, my name is Melissa McCann. I am the new Resource 
Conservationist for the Stevens County NRCS. I am originally from Albertville, 
MN. After graduating from St. Michael-Albertville High School in 2009, I 
attended North Dakota State University (NDSU). I graduated in May 2013 
with a bachelor’s degree in Natural Resources Management. I then went on 
to further my education by attending graduate school at NDSU and I 
graduated in May 2015 with a masters in Range Science. 
 I have been with NRCS for six years as a Soil Conservationist, working 
in several locations around North Dakota. I enjoy kayaking, fishing, camping, 
golfing, and most outdoor activities. One of my favorite things to do is watch 
NDSU Bison sports. I started working for the Stevens County NRCS on April 
13, 2020 and I am honored to be working in such a great county. I look 
forward to assisting the Stevens County producers in any way I can. If you 
have questions, please feel free to contact me! 

The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) is a voluntary 
opportunity for farmers and agricultural landowners to take the lead in implementing 
conservation practices that protect our water. Those who implement and maintain 
approved farm management practices will be certified and in turn obtain regulatory 
certainty for a period of ten years. 
 

Through this program, certified producers receive: 

• Regulatory certainty: certified producers are deemed to be in compliance with any 
new water quality rules or laws during the period of certification 

• Recognition: certified producers may use their status to promote their business as 
protective of water quality 

• Priority for technical assistance: producers seeking certification can obtain specially 
designated technical and financial assistance to implement practices that promote water 
quality 

 

Through this program, the public receives: 

• Assurance that certified producers are using conservation practices to protect Minnesota’s lakes, rivers, and 
streams 
 

If you have questions or are considering certifying your land, contact Stevens SWCD at 320-589-4886 ext. 4 





Conservation Trees available for sale while supplies last! 

Tree Sales/Tree Planning 
December 8, 9 & 10, 2020 
 
Order trees for 2021 
 
Free conservation tree 
planting plan design & 
planning 
 
Please call for an 
appointment 
 
(320) 589-4886 ext. 4 ask for John 


