
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup Begins  
January 4 and ends February 12, 2021 

 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 4, 2021 – Agricultural producers and private landowners interested in the 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) can sign up for the popular program beginning today, Jan. 

4, 2021, until Feb. 12, 2021. The competitive program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service 

Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

 

“This signup for the Conservation Reserve Program gives producers and landowners an 

opportunity to enroll for the first time or continue their participation for another term,” FSA 

Administrator Richard Fordyce said. “This program encourages conservation on sensitive lands 

or low-yielding acres, which provides tremendous benefits for stewardship of our natural 

resources and wildlife.” 

 

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such 

as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife 

habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous 

benefits to their local region and the nation’s environment and economy. CRP general signup is 

held annually and is competitive; general signup includes increased opportunities for wildlife 

habitat enrollment through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) initiative. 

 

New cropland offered in the program must have been planted for four out of six crop years from 

2012 to 2017. Additionally, producers with land already enrolled but expiring on Sept. 30, 2021, 

can re-enroll this year. The acreage offered by producers and landowners is evaluated 

competitively; accepted offers will begin Oct. 1, 2021. 

 
Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 

United States. The program marked its 35-year anniversary in December 2020. Program 

successes include: 
 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 

million dump trucks. 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% 

and 85%, respectively. 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 

million cars off the road. 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 

175,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around 

the world seven times.  

• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, 

turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C045da2a64d714757028308d8ac0c1ca6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637448515311733394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IVnFjmnVlyb5AbnU77aAeFnZQt3IRvRkBTBQT%2FUeU40%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fcrp_safe_initiative-fact_sheet.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C045da2a64d714757028308d8ac0c1ca6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637448515311733394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BEXBpTMC3XxsKZ6UG63WJLMVngNvzu9n9XN69qBjqWs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Fcrp-2020%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C045da2a64d714757028308d8ac0c1ca6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637448515311743347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dO4s3NtSfGpkjYniVSfpKtifO5tyqD488oP86lQVoC0%3D&reserved=0


All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or 

require appointments. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and 

schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors 

based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing 

guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our 

program delivery staff will continue to work with our producers by phone, email, and using 

online tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus

