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Stevens SWCD services and program reminders! 

Conservation News 
Spring 2020 

As lakes open and the spring fishing season begins, we would like to remind 
everyone to be mindful of their actions when bringing their boats and 
equipment from one lake to another. Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are most 
often spread via boats and docks/lifts that haven’t been cleaned, drained, or 
dried. Minnesota Statute 84D.10 lists what is required of lake users when 
transporting water-related equipment: 

• Contact us now if you plan to have the SWCD flag CRP contract boundaries, 
buffers or other conservation practice areas. Please give us several days’ 
notice of when you will need a site flagged. We encourage landowners to till 
areas with heavy residue (ex. corn stalks) or prior heavy tillage and have the 
site prepped for seeding before flagging. Contact us for clarification. 

• If the SWCD will be seeding for you, soybean/small grain stubble is best, or 
till areas with heavy residue this spring and have the area rolled prior to 
planting to firm the seedbed. Seeding typically takes place between May 15 

and June 30. 

• Pre-emergent application: Please remember NOT to apply pre-emergent 
chemicals to areas planned for grass seeding this spring: CRP, EQIP, buffers, 
etc. Also remind your co-ops/applicators/hired help of this. 

• Site prep for tree planting sites: Please make sure you have your sites ready 
to go: equipment out of the way, tillage completed if necessary, existing 
trees/debris removed. If the property boundary is not obviously identified, 
please have this figured out and marked ahead of time. 

• Buffer areas will be inspected every 3 years. If you have established the 
required buffer area on your own, make sure you notify the SWCD so that 
we can update our compliance records. 

Aquatic Invasive Species — Spring reminders 

Clean: Remove plants, animals, mud 
and AIS debris 
Drain: Remove the drain plug and 
drain equipment holding water 
including live wells & bilges 
Dispose: Throw unwanted bait in trash, 
not the lake. 
Dry: Docks, lifts, and swim rafts must 
dry on land for at least 21 days before 
going to another body of water. 



Stevens SWCD is currently taking sign-ups for rain gardens to be planted in the summer of 2020. We do offer cost-
share on these projects up to 75%. That is right! We can potentially pay 75% of your total project cost, from start to 
finish. Rain gardens collect, store, and filter storm water from impervious areas such as roofs, parking lots, sidewalks 
and driveways. Some of the many benefits of rain 
gardens are filtering runoff pollution, recharging local 
groundwater, improving water quality, removing 
standing water in your yard, reducing mosquito 
breeding areas, reducing potential home flooding, and 
creating habitat for birds and butterflies. We are still 
planning on doing a workshop on rain gardens, but 
unfortunately we had to cancel the first event due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, so keep an eye on our 
Facebook page and website for updated info.  
 
If you have any question or want us to look at your site 
to see if it is suitable for a rain garden, please contact 
Stevens SWCD at (320) 589-4886 ext. 4. 

The Walk-In-Access (WIA) program proposed funding for three 
years to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
it was approved. We are still waiting on the details of the new 
plan, but it is great news that this program can still be active. 
 
When you enroll land in the WIA program, you are leasing the 
land to the state of Minnesota for the public to hunt. You will 
receive a payment for enrolling in this program. Contracts are 1-3 years. Here are some details about how contracts 
work: 

• Landowners are afforded liability protection through the Recreational Use Statutes. 
• Hunters who have purchased a WIA validation can access the land one-half hour before sunrise to one-half 

hour after sunset from Sept. 1 to May 31. 
• Other uses by the public are prohibited without your written permission. You and your minor children can 

hunt the enrolled property without a WIA validation, but everyone else must have the validation in their 
possession when hunting land enrolled in the program. 

• No motorized vehicles are allowed except by the landowner performing normal maintenance or farm 
operations. 

• Prior to giving written permission to an individual for an activity other than hunting please note that in the 
landowner agreement you have agreed that use of the land will not impede public hunting. An example of 
an activity that would be considered an impediment is camping. Trapping is not considered to impede public 
hunting, but the WIA agreement requires that you or anyone you give written permission to trap must 
adhere to trapping regulations that apply to public land. Trapping regulations for public land can be found in 
the current year Minnesota Hunting and Trapping Regulations Handbook. Please be aware that these areas 
are used most often by bird hunters and their dogs, and that trapping regulations for public land are 
designed to reduce the risk of catching non-target animals. 

• You have agreed to maintain the wildlife habitat that exists on the site and may not hay or graze it. If you 
need to carry out a management activity that may impact the quality of the habitat, contact your local 
SWCD or the DNR’s Walk-In Access Coordinator. 

 
If you are interested in enrolling or want to ask questions, contact Stevens SWCD at (320) 589-4886 ext. 4. 

Good news about Walk-In-Access 

Benefits of rain gardens 



West Central TSA’s technical services working for you! 

Engineering and technical assistance for conservation projects is available to landowners that are working with their 
local SWCDs. There a variety of practices that are commonly used in Stevens County and the surrounding areas. 
 
• Water & Sediment Control Basins are popular with many farmers for controlling gully erosion in their fields. 

This conservation practice consists of an earthen embankment with an above ground riser, and a subsurface 
drain which is usually a tile line. The water is stored on the landscape and slowly drawn down through the tile 
line. This settles out sediment, keeps the soil on the fields and there are no more major gullies created in the 
cropland. 

• Alternative Tile Intakes are becoming more popular in the last couple years. Producers have been removing 
open tile intakes and replacing them with sand/gravel, also known as French drains. The sand/gravel filters the 
sediment out of the water before the water reaches the tile line. 

• Rain Gardens have shown more and more interest every year. A rain garden is a shallow depressional area in 
the landscape that collects rain water from a roof, driveway or street and allows it to soak into the ground. 
Planted with native grasses and wildflowers, rain gardens can be a cost effective and beautiful way to reduce 
runoff from your property. 

• Lake Shore Protection can provide stability to your shoreline from wave and ice action. Plans typically consist of 
rock rip-rap, sediment logs, bank re-sloping and seeding/plantings. A 10 to 15-foot vegetated strip with 
wildflowers and native grasses is recommended as a transition from your lawn to the water. 

• Side Inlets are a practice that is not used a great deal Stevens Co. A side inlet is typically placed adjacent to a 
drainage ditch that conveys water from the cropland to the ditch. This practice minimizes the bank erosion on 
the ditch. 

 
There are many other conservation practices available to landowners other than what is listed. If you have any 
resource concerns on your property or are interested in any conservation practices, stop in the Stevens County 
SWCD office. Cost share is available for most projects. 

MN CREP 
easements are 
still available in 
2020 but this will 
potentially be the 
end of this sign-
up because remaining funds are 
limited. To date there have been five 
easements enrolled in Stevens County 
under the current sign-up which 
opened in the spring of 2017. 
Throughout the MN CREP enrollment 
area, interest has been up due to the 
volatility in agricultural markets. We 
recommend contacting the SWCD 
soon if you have an interest in CREP 
and we can answer any questions you 
may have or prepare a proposal for 
you to take into consideration. 
 
Additional CREP information can be 
found at 
www.bwsr.state.mn.us/crep. 

Minnesota Buffer Law implementation 

The current weather is bringing hope of a promising start to the 
growing season. That being said, there are still many parcels that 
need to have the buffer areas established due to site limitations. 
We would like to remind landowners they need to prioritize this 
along with the many other responsibilities that come every spring. 
Please communicate with the SWCD and let us know where we 
can help to get these areas established, whether its flagging, 
seeding or answering other questions. 
 
We will also be conducting buffer inspections and follow-up site 
visits throughout this year. 
 
Notify the SWCD office once you have planted your buffer so we 
can update our compliance records. We appreciate the 
commitment of the landowners in Stevens County to help us 
implement the MN Buffer Law. 



Water testing kits available at Stevens SWCD 
 
Stevens SWCD has partnered with RMB Environmental Laboratories to provide 
a convenient and reliable way to test your water. Pick up an easy to use water 
testing kit today to ensure your water is safe from bacteria, nitrates, arsenic, 
lead, fluoride & secondary contaminants. 
 
It’s never been easier to test your water. Kits are available to pick up five days a 
week at the Stevens SWCD office. Kits include complete instructions for taking 
samples, and simple to return by mail in 24 hours to RMB Environmental Lab. 
 
Several testing kits are available and pricing varies depending on which tests 
you would like done. The average cost of testing your water sample is $20-$30 
per test. If you’re not sure what to test for, call RMB at 1-888-200-5770. 

Rainfall monitors needed! Volunteer today! 

The Stevens SWCD coordinates several volunteers who monitor rainfall 
throughout Stevens County. We are always looking for people interested 
in volunteering to help us with this, but right now, we are especially 
looking for volunteers from the northern part of the county, as well as 
the southwest corner. 
 
Rainfall monitors receive complimentary professional-grade rain gauges 
and must commit to reading gauges on a regular basis and sending 
monthly reports to the Stevens SWCD office. County data is then sent to 
the State Climatology Office for recording and analysis. Each year, the 
Stevens SWCD Annual Review contains a county-wide summary of both 
annual and crop-season rainfall amounts. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering or want to find out more about 
becoming a rainfall monitor in Stevens County, please call 320-589-4886 
ext. 4 or stop in our office next to Subway in Morris. 

Rainfall monitors needed in Stevens County! 

You can make a difference! 
 
Pick up trash 
Ride your bike 
Use a rain barrel 
Plant a tree 
Mulch your leaves 
Start a compost pile 
Practice yoga outdoors 
Recycle 
Use a reusable cup 
Unplug the TV 
Take a walk outside in nature 
Use Earth-friendly cleaning products 
Try E85 gasoline 

RAIN BARRELS FOR SALE! 
 

Purchase online at 
www.recycleminnesota.org 

Click Stevens SWCD and then you can 
pick up at the Stevens SWCD Office!

$79 plus tax 



Site prep is critical to success of tree establishment 

The deadline to sign up for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is coming up on Friday, May 29. CSP is a 
program that rewards the great conservation management that has been taking place within a producer’s operation 
and allows for furthering that great management through enhancements that are implemented during the contract. 
The list of enhancements to choose from is extensive and applies to cropland, hay land, pastureland, rangeland, and 
non-industrial private forestland. Popular enhancements producers have implemented include activities for chemical 
applications, drift reducing nozzles, variable rate fertilizer technology, tissue testing on corn, continuous no-till, 
cover crops, buffer strips, control release nitrogen applications, split nitrogen applications, pasture monitoring, food 
plots for wildlife, pollinator habitat and more. Contracts are for five years and have a maximum value of $200,000 
over the life of the contract. This is a tremendous opportunity for farmers and ranchers to gain a financial benefit for 
being a great steward of their land and improving their management strategies on their operation, not to mention 
the returns gained from being more efficient and sustainable. If you are interested, please contact the NRCS office 
for an application. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

If you have an upcoming tree planting this spring, I am sure that you have a few questions on how the site should be 
prepared. We prefer that the site be clean and free of debris. If there was an existing grove that was torn down, you 
will need to run some heavy tillage equipment through it a few times to clear out all the old roots. This takes 
multiple passes to ensure that all the roots are pulled up. If you are planting into ground that was previously in ag 
production, prepare the ground as if it was going to be seeded with a crop, but make sure that a pre-emergent has 
not been applied to the area where the trees are to be planted. If an area has pre-emergent residue in the ground, 
we cannot plan trees in that area. Site prep is your responsibility, except that Stevens SWCD does have the ability to 
come in and till strips where tree rows and weed-barrier fabric will be installed. When proper site prep is done, you 
will have much greater success with your tree planting. Please call us with questions! 

Conservation Stewardship Program sign up 

This year, the Stevens Soil and Water Annual Poster Contest will be held online. 
5th and 6th grade students from Morris Area, St. Mary’s, Hancock, and Chokio 
Alberta schools with have access to the contest. 
 
The students will have the opportunity to make their poster in a traditional format 
with paper and pencils/markers or they can do it digitally using things such as a 
video format, Google slides, etc. They will be presenting the poster in whatever 
format they choose through the Flipgrid online platform. Each class has been 
supplied with a PowerPoint presentation which gives them the information 
needed to complete their project. 
 
Posters and presentations are due May 11, 2020. For more information contact 
Judy Johnston of Stevens SWCD at 320-287-1431. 

Poster Contest 
2020 



Conservation Trees available for sale while supplies last! 

CANCELLED 


